
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 20 September 2018] 

 p6465a-6466a 
Mr Peter Katsambanis; Mrs Michelle Roberts 

 [1] 

ALLEGED METH LAB 

Grievance 

MR P.A. KATSAMBANIS (Hillarys) [9.19 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Police. I thank the minister 
for agreeing to take my grievance on what is an important matter, not just for the constituents in my electorate who 
are enduring this issue, but also, unfortunately, for far too many Western Australians in far too many places across 
our great state. The issue is the operation of what is suspected to be a drug manufacturing laboratory in a residential 
house on a residential street right in the middle of suburbia. The common and more colloquial term for these drug 
manufacturing facilities is meth labs. That is what I am referring to in this case—an alleged meth lab. I know that 
the minister is aware of the specific issue I am speaking about. I thank the minister, her office and her staff for the 
very effective way they have dealt with this issue since we reported it to them, the way they have been able to 
communicate with the various stakeholders and the action that has been taken.  

The issue has been going on for some time—perhaps for more than a year. An exasperated constituent contacted 
me in July this year and raised that the property next door to this constituent was being used to manufacture  
drugs. Her suspicions had been raised over a long period by the traffic coming into and out of the property at 
irregular hours and the patterns of that traffic, as well as some rather odious smells that were emanating from that 
property and impacting on the neighbours. The constituent who came to see me had, for the last one or two years 
that this facility seemed to have been in operation, become very ill from the noxious fumes being emitted from the 
house. The vegetation in the garden had been severely affected. The constituent was also suspicious that some of 
her pets that had mysteriously died may have died because of the noxious fumes. On some days the noxious fumes 
had been so bad that my constituent had to effectively shut down the majority of the house that is located closest 
to the suspect property and live on the other side of the house in just one or two rooms just to avoid things. The 
constituent has been forced to wrap and store a lot of valuables, including furniture, to protect them from the 
noxious odour that is causing problems. The constituent has also installed an air purifier in the property to combat 
the smells, to get a sense of normality and to return to what it was like before the fumes were emanating from the 
neighbouring property. 

I met with this constituent and she detailed her experience of living next door to this alleged meth lab for the 
last few years. It was a very harrowing story. It has had a very big impact on the lifestyle of that person. But it 
is not just that person; a lot of young families with children who live in that area are concerned. The constituent 
told me that when police visited the suspect property—I guess after a report was made about suspect activity—
the people living in that property started intimidating my constituent and some of the other neighbours, who are 
very concerned. 

After representations were made to the minister’s office, an investigations manager from the local police station 
contacted my constituent and requested that she provide police with vehicle movement records, such as registration 
numbers. My constituent has kept a pretty substantial body of work about vehicle movements to that neighbouring 
property and has provided that to the police. The police are obviously aware of it and are monitoring the situation. 

People who are regularly involved in this process, such as the minister, the local police and members of Parliament, 
understand that in many cases police need some time to properly investigate matters, find out what is going on, 
and get a chain of evidence to do their work. However, it is cold comfort to the people, not just in this situation, 
but across our suburbs and across our state, who are sitting and waiting for an action to happen that will remove 
this blight from their local community. My constituent came to me in an effort to have the situation rectified as 
soon as possible. Members of Parliament, the minister, police and others recognise that it sometimes might take 
a bit of time, but these neighbours have endured the comings and goings, the fumes and the risk of the meth lab 
blowing up and causing harm in the community for far too long. I ask the minister to provide us with an update, 
not just about this situation, but also about further options that might be available to my constituent. I ask the 
minister to advise Western Australians generally, if they are caught up in this kind of circumstance and a property 
in their neighbourhood is being used as a meth lab, how they can help and work together with the police to get it 
shut down as soon as possible. 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Police) [9.26 am]: I would say I thank the member for Hillarys 
for his grievance, although I do not think this case is a proper matter for a grievance. It is a proper matter to contact 
my office about to get the local sergeant at Hillarys Police Station to investigate, but this is effectively an allegation 
that a meth lab is operating from a certain house. As far as I am aware, there is just one complainant. It has been 
my experience that when a meth lab is operating on a street, just about the whole street is up in arms and repeated 
complaints are made to the local member and to the police. I am interested in whether other constituents on that 
street have complained to the member, because none have complained to the Western Australia Police Force. 
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Mr P.A. Katsambanis: The fear is that after the first time the police went to the property, the neighbours started 
being intimidated. The last thing young families in that area want is for that intimidation to continue. 
Unfortunately, that is a regular pattern with all these sorts of things. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: That is an allegation that police have disclosed information about someone who has come 
to them for assistance. I would be very disturbed — 

Mr P.A. Katsambanis: No, it’s not. Obviously, the people just blame the neighbours generally. I have not made 
any allegation against the police about doing that. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: The member raised this issue with me at the end of July. The police had previously 
received a complaint from this person and asked the member’s constituent to provide details of registration 
numbers and other information, which they had no record of ever receiving from her. However, they have 
subsequently received a list of registration numbers. Those registration numbers were largely from 2015 to 2017, 
with three car registrations from 2018. The police have worked very hard on this. They have attended to the 
member’s constituent’s request and to my office’s request. The constituent would like a search conducted of her 
neighbour’s property, but police need grounds for a search warrant. There are currently no grounds for a search 
warrant. The police have done background checks on the persons occupying that house and have no record of any 
previous interaction with those people. They have never brought themselves to police attention and do not have 
criminal records.  

There was also a suggestion from the member’s constituent that the owners of the property may be involved. 
Background checks were conducted on them as well. That proved fruitless for police because there is no issue with 
the owners of that property. Police also checked the three vehicle registrations of 2018, and again came up with 
nothing. Police continue to investigate. As the member’s office has been advised, the police have driven by the 
house in question in an attempt to get some evidence that a meth lab is operating from the property, as alleged by 
the member’s constituent, and they have not got any evidence. In the last few months, the police have paid special 
attention to that street. There is no evidence of cars coming and going, which is normally the case. We have all 
heard of situations in which a drug dealer has operated out of a suburban location and police have needed to deal 
with it. Some of my constituents have jotted down car registration numbers. When police check those lists of 
numbers, they find a number of people on the list who have convictions and who they know have been involved 
in drugs in the past and so forth. 

Police have done a lot of work in this area. The member’s constituent seems to be frustrated that they have not 
gone to this property with a search warrant. The member’s constituent has been told the grounds on which a search 
warrant can be issued. She has been advised that some evidence would be needed or some basis for conducting 
a search of a house. How would the member like it if his neighbour alleged that he was running a meth lab from 
his house and demanded that police do a full search of his house? He would say, “Sorry, but where is your 
evidence? What are your grounds for a search warrant?” Police have to be able to go to court and demonstrate that 
they have grounds to conduct a search of someone’s house. They are the proper laws that we operate under. This 
is a vexed situation. I would be interested to know whether the member has been to this property and seen the dead 
plants or indeed smelt the odour. 

Mr P.A. Katsambanis: I have. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Have you smelt the odour? 

Mr P.A. Katsambanis: Yes. I can’t tell if that smell is related to the production of drugs because I don’t have any 
understanding of that industry. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Some other suggestions have been made to the member’s constituent. If she believes that 
an odour is emanating from the house, she should contact the local government authority. Sergeant Fuller of 
Hillarys police has taken this issue very seriously. The police have conducted all appropriate investigations. At 
this point they say that there is no evidence of a meth lab operating from that address and they have not received 
any complaints. I also understand that no complaints have been made to Crime Stoppers by any other constituents 
of the member in that street or elsewhere. I remind people that Crime Stoppers is an anonymous service. People 
can phone or go online and report an incident anonymously. 
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